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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS 
PERTAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 



PAWTUCKET, R. I. 

Superintendent of Health and City Employees — Appointment, Powers, and 
Duties. (Act B. I. Gen. Assembly, May 1, 1914.) 

Suction 1. The city of Pawtucket may elect a superintendent of health, who 
shall bo a practicing physician or a person familiar with sanitary science and 
the science of public health, who shall be a board of health for said city of 
Pawtucket, 

Sec. 2. Said superintendent of health shall be elected annually by the city 
council of the city of Pawtucket, at the annual election of officers in the month 
of February in each year, and shall hold his office until the next annual elec- 
tion and until his successor is qualified to act : Provided, That he may at any 
time be removed by a concurrent vote of three-fifths of the members elected to 
each branch of the city council. The city council shall fix the compensation of 
said superintendent and shall provide suitable office room for the duties of 
his office. 

Sec 3. Upon the passage of this act said city council may elect a superin- 
tendent for the .term ending on the annual election of the city officers in Feb- 
ruary, 1915. 

Sec 4. The superintendent of health shall have power to engage clerical 
assistance and to appoint one or more sanitary inspectors, fixing their compen- 
sation and defining their duties. 

Sec 5. The milk inspector, the inspector of beef and pork, the city physician, 
(he vaccinating physicians, and the medical inspector of the school department of 
Ihe city of Pawtucket, in addition to their duties as provided by law, shall from 
tme to time, and as often as the superintendent of health requires, make and 
present to him a report of their duties in their respective offices, and shall at all 
times be answerable to said superintendent of health as to the conduct of their 
respective offices, and shall carry out the provisions of this act and all other 
duties imposed upon tliem by all lawful rules and regulations in such manner 
as the superintendent of health shall approve; and said superintendent may at 
any time suspend any of said officers from the exercise of their respective duties 
and appoint a temporary officer to take their place, reporting his action, with 
his reasons therefor, in the form of charges against said officer, to the next 
meeting of either branch of the city government (except in the event of the 
suspension of the medical inspector of the school department), who, after 
notice and hearing of such officer upon such charges, may remove said officer 
from his said position. 
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If the charges be against the medical inspector of the school department, he 
shall report said charges to the chairman of the school committee, who shall 
give notice thereof to said medical inspector and require his attendance to 
answer said charges at a special meeting of the school committee to be called 
by him within 10 days thereafter to consider said charges. 

******* 

Sec. 13. The superintendent of health shall from time to time make and 
publish such general rules and regulations as may be necessary for the public 
health, providing the manner of slaughtering within the limits of said city of 
any and all animals to be used for food, and no slaughtering shall be done 
other than at a place to be designated by said superintendent. 

Sec. 17. The superintendent of health is hereby authorized and empowered 
to grant and issue milk licenses, applications, and recommendations for the same 
to be made as already provided by law ; and he is empowered to grant and 
issue licenses for the removal of night soil, and to make such rules and regu- 
lations regarding same as he deems proper. 

Sec. 18. The city sergeant of the city of Pawtucket, or any of the police 
constables of said city, is hereby authorized to make service of the orders pro- 
vided for under the terms of this act, and to make return of such service, in 
writing, to the authority which may have issued the same. 

Sec. 19. The authority and powers conferred by law on town councils and 
boards of aldermen in relation to health matters are hereby conferred upon 
said superintendent of health, and said superintendent of health may make 
such reasonable rules and regulations not repugnant to law as he shall judge 
proper for the preservation of the health of the inhabitants of said city of 
Pawtucket; the prevention and abatement of nuisances; the promotion of 
cleanliness; the removal of the cause and the prevention, introduction, and 
spread of any contagious or infectious disease therein by forbidding or regu- 
lating ingress or egress of persons to and from said city, or any parts thereof, 
or otherwise. Said superintendent of health may also establish such regula- 
tions as he may deem necessary in reference to cattle or other animals coming 
from without this State by railroad, for the health and safety of such cattle 
and other animals, for preventing the obstruction of the public highways by 
them for the safety of the people who may have occasion to use such highways. 

Sec 20. The superintendent of health may make complaint of any violation 
of the provisions of this act, or of any violation in the city of Pawtucket of 
any of the statutes of the State relating to public health, or of any ordinances 
of the city of Pawtucket, or rules and regulations of said superintendent of 
health, relating to public health, and shall not be required to give surety for 
costs, and any and all fines paid for such violation shall inure to the use of the 
said city of Pawtucket. 

Sec. 21. It shall be the duty of the city solicitor of the city of Pawtucket to 
act as prosecuting attorney in all complaints brought by said superintendent of 
health, or any authorized agent of said superintendent of health, at any trial 
or hearing in any court in the State of Rhode Island. 

Sec. 22. The superintendent of health shall make an annual report to the city 
council of the conduct of its department during the previous year embodying 
such facts as said superintendent may deem of benefit or interest to the public, 
and such report shall contain such other matter as the city council of the city 
of Pawtucket may from time to time direct, and said superintendent shall make 
a special report on any matter at any time (lie city council may demand. 
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Sec. 23. The city council of the city of Pawtucket shall have power to appro- 
priate from time to time a sum or sums as said city council deems sufficient to 
provide for the expenses of maintenance and administration of the board of 
health of said city under the provisions of this act or under the general laws 
of Rhode Island or the ordinances of said city; and said superintendent of 
health may, in the duties of his office, expend a sum not exceeding the amount 
so appropriated in any one year: Provided, That in ease of emergency, arising 
from pestilence or presence of contagious disease, requiring any greater ex- 
penditure than the amount appropriated, he may expend a sum not exceeding 
¥500 in excess of said appropriation ; and shall immediately give notice to the 
mayor of said city of his action in the premises, and if greater expenditure is 
required of the necessity therefor. 

Sec. 24. Neither said city of Pawtucket, nor said superintendent of health, 
nor any of his officers or agents shall be liable civilly or criminally for any act 
done in good faith under the provisions or by authority of this act, or by 
authority ef the general laws of Rhode Island, or by authority of any of the 
ordinances of said city of Pawtucket, or of any of the rules, regulations, or 
orders of said superintendent of health. 

Foodstuffs — Condemnation of Unwholesome — Slaughtering — License Re- 
quired. (Act of R. I. Gen. Assembly, May 1, 1914.) 

Sec. 6. The superintendent of health shall have power to inspect, or cause 
to be inspected by himself or his authorized officers or agents, in addition to any 
inspection otherwise provided for by law, all meats, poultry, fish, fruit, vege- 
tables, nuts, and food products of every nature offered or intended to be offered 
for sale to the inhabitants of said city, and all places, shops, stores, bakeries, 
buildings, storehouses, premises, and vehicles used for the storing, keeping, 
selling, or offering for sale of all or any kinds of food, and if upon inspection 
the said superintendent, his officers or agents, shall find and determine that 
any such food is diseased, decayed, or in condition unfit for the public health 
to be used, such superintendent, his officers or agents may seize and destroy 
the same, and shall keep a record of all food so seized and destroyed in the 
office of the said superintendent: Provided, That such superintendent, his 
officers, or agents, shall upon the request of the owner of the same, his agents 
or servants, permit a sample of the food seized to be taken by the party from 
whom it is seized, and shall retain the food seized in his possession for a period 
of one hour for further examination. 

Sec. 7. Any person knowingly and willfully offering or exposing for sale, 
within the city of Pawtucket, any food so seized, as provided in said preceding 
section, shall be liable to a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $20 for 
each offense, to be recovered to and for the use of the city by a complaint and 
warrant before the district court having jurisdiction in said city. 
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Sec. 14. No person, firm, copartnership, or corporation shall slaughter or kill 
any animals within the limits of said city without first obtaining a license 
from the superintendent of health so to do; nor shall any person, persons, 
firm, copartnership, or corporation, within the limits of said city, dress any 
animals which have been slaughtered or killed outside the limits of said city, 
without having first obtained from said superintendent a license so to do. 
Said license when granted shall contain the name of the person to whom 
granted, the place where slaughtering or dressing is permitted to be done, and 
may contain such condition or other limitation as the superintendent may 



